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that the best he could do for his human creatures was
to make an immense "majority of all who have yet
existed, be born (without any fault  of their  own)
Patagonians,  or Esquimaux, or something nearly as
brutal  and  degraded, but  to  give them  capacities
which by being cultivated for very many centuries in
toil and suffering, and after many of the best speci-
mens of the race have sacrificed their lives for the
purpose, have at last enabled some chosen portions of
the species to grow into something better, capable of
being improved in  centuries  more into something
really good, of which hitherto there are only to be
found individual instances.    It may be possible to
believe with Plato that perfect goodness, limited and
thwarted in every direction by the intractableness of
the material, has done this because it could  do no
better.    But that the same perfectly wise and good
Being had absolute power over the material, and made
it, by voluntary choice, what it is; to admit this
might have been supposed impossible to any one who
has the  simplest notions of moral good and evil.
Nor can any such person, whatever kind of'religions
phrases he may use, fail to believe, that if Nature and
Man are both the works of a Being of perfect good-
ness, that Being intended Nature as a scheme to be
amended, not imitated, by Man.

But even though unable to believe that Nature, as a
whole, is a realization of the designs of perfect wisdom